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the accommodation of the hospital casualty wards
was strained to the utmost.
The Aga Khan had maintained a firm grip of the
Muslims in the equally dangerous days of 1919.
Fearful lest his compatriots should become embroiled
in the general turmoil, he once again made a spec-
tacular incursion into the politics of the day, enjoining
Muslims and all of sane and moderate opinion, to
eschew the evils of Non-Co-operation, and to adopt
precisely the same tactics as had proved so successful
for the Muslim community in 1919. The Aga Khan
threw his weight on the side of moderation, and
largely through his efforts the Simon Commission
was enabled to present a report to Parliament.
Without the intervention of His Highness, the Statu-
tory Commission would have returned empty-handed,
and its inquiry would have been rendered negative
and abortive by a solid wall of Non-Co-operation*
The 1919 reforms created a furore. The publica-
tion of the Simon Commission's Report caused
another. It indicated a constitutional advance
which feU short of what was demanded by the
Swarajists, which was, of course, unadulterated Home
Rule.
Mr, Ramsay MacDonald called a Round Table
Conference in London. The Swarajists met the
suggestion with peals of ribald and derisive laughter,
and Mr. Gandhi again uttered the fateful word
" Boycott." There would have been a complete
boycott if the Aga Khan had not decreed otherwise.
He saw that it had adequate representation on the
Muslim, and the Swarajists, still in India, could